CAEMBA

INTRODUCTION
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Caemba provides opportunities for volunteers to
become involved with the construction of bamboo
houses in the most disadvantaged areas of Ecuador. We invite all who wish to join us in eradicating
precarious housing in Ecuador.
We offer two packages for volunteers who wish to
join us in our work. These experiences take place in
Caemba’s bamboo farm in Santo Domingo and in
Esmeraldas, on the coast in the Atacames canton.

REQUIREMENTS:
• Be in good physical condition
• Minimum 15 years old
• And most importantly ...
Have empathy and
spread joy!

SOME HISTORY
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How
Was Born
Caemba was born as a result of the April
2016 earthquake in Ecuador, which mainly
affected

Manabí

and

Esmeraldas.

Thousands of rural and urban families
were left homeless due to the impact of
this natural disaster. Many people were
forced to seek shelter from the rain, cold
night weather, insects, and other threats.
The response from the Raíz Foundation
and its project Caemba was immediate.
Prefabricated bamboo structures were
manufactured

with

lightweight

and

inexpensive roofs that reflect the heat of
the sun. This is how the concept of the
Caemba project - emergency bamboo
houses - was born.

The concept of the CAEMBA project - emergency bamboo houses

Second Stage:

CONSOLIDATION
After responding to the immediate emergency,
Caemba’s vision evolved to address the persistent
problem of precarious housing in Ecuador.
Since the earthquake in 2016 until May 2021
Caemba has built:

• 360 houses
• 311 temporary shelters
• 29 classrooms
• 7 community centers
• 1 Covid health center
• 1 health sub-center
• 1 salon used for hair and beauty treatments

In total: 7,930 direct and indirect beneficiaries

BAMBOO
BAMBÚ
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BAMBOO:

Earthquake Resistant
and Sustainable
Panels made of bamboo are used for construction.
Caemba houses have a roof, walls and a solid bamboo
frame.
Bamboo is considered “vegetable steel” — strong and
organic.
Bamboo is a renewable resource, capable of rapid growth
that avoids deforestation of native tropical forests.
Bamboo has the ability to absorb energy and has great
resistance to bending which makes it an ideal material for
earthquake resistant constructions.

THE FARM:

Where It All Begins
It is located at km 32 of the Santo
Domingo - La Concordia road

The farm has a bamboo
plantation and a treatment
plant

Our work is based on sustainability.
Volunteers will learn about many bamboo products:
• Dishes made with large bamboo leaves
• Bottling bamboo water.
• Bamboo tea.
• Bamboo liquor.
• Other products

BAMBOO HOUSES
BAMBÚ
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BAMBOO
Houses

The houses have a 40.8 m2 footprint — 4.8
meters wide by 8.5 meters deep.
They include two bedrooms, a living/dining
room, kitchen, bathroom, and partially
covered yard.
The structure can be assembled on a
cement slab or on a raised bamboo floor.
Assembly takes 1 full day.

• A house without a bathroom costs
USD 3,200.
• A house with a bathroom costs
USD 4,100.

Beneficiary Families

SUSTAINABILITY AND FINANCIAL
INDEPENDENCE

To provide beneficiary families with
sustainable ways of life, Caemba developed
the Entrepreneurship House for Women in
Atacames. Here women are trained in
tailoring and sewing techniques, carpentry,
crafts and other specialties, so that they can
meet their material needs in an independent,
sustainable manner.
Caemba is committed to the future of women
and their families. For this reason, Caemba
helps them to develop abilities and skills for
long term sustainability. In this way, Caemba's
work is holistic.

BAMBÚ
VOLUNTEER PACKAGES
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PACKAGE 1: MEET CAEMBA
Goal: Immersion in Caemba’s work, WITHOUT participating in a construction session.
Volunteering lasts for one week, divided between 4 nights at the farm on Via La Concordia Santo Domingo and 3 nights in Atacames.

INDIVIDUAL

GROUP

The cost per person is USD 1,300 per week.

Groups must be at least 5 persons.

This includes:

The cost per person is USD 1,000 per week.

3 nights of accommodation in low season at El Acantilado, Atacames
4 nights in a Caemba house on our farm
7 breakfasts
8 lunches
7 dinners

This includes:
3 nights of accommodation in low season at El Acantilado,
Atacames
4 nights in a Caemba house on our farm
7 breakfasts
8 lunches

Participation in work carried out by Caemba.

7 dinners

The activity starts and ends in Quito, Ecuador. The volunteer is

Participation in work carried out by Caemba.

responsible for his/her own transportation to and from Quito.

The activity starts and ends in Quito, Ecuador. The volunteer is

Note: It is not mandatory to stay at El Acantilado. If you have another
option in Atacames, you can make use of it. If you want to participate for
fewer days, accommodation and food charges will be modified.

responsible for his/her own transportation to and from Quito.
Note: It is not mandatory to stay at El Acantilado. If you have
another option in Atacames, you can make use of it. If you want to
participate for fewer days, accommodation and food
charges will be modified.

PACKAGE 1: MEET CAEMBA

ON THE FARM

IN ESMERALDAS

The first stage corresponds to 4 nights at the farm

The second stage corresponds to 3 nights at El

where volunteers will have the opportunity to get

Acantilado in Atacames.

involved with the work that is carried out there.

Volunteers will get involved with Caemba's field work in

Volunteers will sleep in a Caemba model home on the

that canton.

farm.

Atacames is where our field technicians, Marjorie and

They will learn the process of harvesting and treating

Maritza, operate. They will guide and teach you through

bamboo.

their daily work.

They will learn about the bamboo plantation and other

Volunteers will visit the Nueva Esperanza neighborhood

tasks that are carried out on the farm.

where Caemba works intensively.

They will learn from construction technicians who work

Nueva Esperanza is the location of the Women's

at the farm.

Entrepreneurship House, our office, and the largest

They will work on creating and elaborating other

number of Caemba houses and their beneficiaries.

bamboo products that Caemba plans to develop to

Volunteers will also learn about many other Caemba

market as a source of income for the project.

activities such as delivery of donations and visits to
other Caemba development areas.

PACKAGE 2: LIVE CAEMBA
GOAL: Learning Caemba’s work in a comprehensive way, participating in a day of
construction of a Caemba house funded by the volunteers. The program lasts one week,
divided between 3 nights at the farm on Via La Concordia - Santo Domingo and 4 nights in
Atacames.

INDIVIDUAL

GROUP

An individual may participate but must meet the following

Groups must be a minimum of 5 people.

conditions:
The volunteer must have raised at least USD 4,100, the price of a
Caemba house with a bathroom. In addition, the volunteer must
provide a USD 500 contribution to Caemba.
This includes:
4 nights of accommodation in low season at El Acantilado,
Atacames
3 nights in a Caemba house on our farm
7 breakfasts
8 lunches
7 dinners
Participation in work carried out by Caemba.
The activity starts and ends in Quito, Ecuador. The volunteer is
responsible for his/her own transportation to and from Quito.
Note: It is not mandatory to stay at El Acantilado. If you have
another option in Atacames, you can make use of it. If you want to
participate for fewer days, accommodation and food charges will be
modified.

The group must have raised at least USD 4,100, the price of
a Caemba house with a bathroom. In addition each member
of the group must provide a USD 500 contribution to
Caemba.
This includes:
4 nights of accommodation in low season at El Acantilado,
Atacames
3 nights in a Caemba house on our farm
7 breakfasts
8 lunches
7 dinners
The activity starts and ends in Quito, Ecuador. Each
volunteer is responsible for his/her own transportation to and
from Quito.
Note: It is not mandatory to stay at El Acantilado. If you have
another option in Atacames, you can make use of it. If you
want to participate for fewer days, accommodation and food
charges will be modified.

PACKAGE 2: LIVE CAEMBA

ON THE FARM

IN ESMERALDAS

The first stage corresponds to 3 nights at the farm

The second stage corresponds to 4 nights at El

involved with the work that is carried out there.

Volunteers will participate in Caemba’s central activity:

farm.

building the house for which they raised money.

bamboo as well as transporting the bamboo to

Maritza, operate. They will guide and teach you through

They will learn about the bamboo plantation and other

Volunteers will visit the Nueva Esperanza neighborhood

They will learn from construction technicians who work

Nueva Esperanza is the location of the Women's

They will work on creating and elaborating other

number of Caemba houses and their beneficiaries.

market as a source of income for the project.

activities such as delivery of donations and visits to

where volunteers will have the opportunity to get

Acantilado in Atacames.

Volunteers will sleep in a Caemba model home on the

constructing bamboo houses. They will participate in

They will learn the process of harvesting and treating

Atacames is where our field technicians, Marjorie and

construction sites.

their daily work.

tasks that are carried out on the farm.

where Caemba works intensively.

at the farm.

Entrepreneurship House, our office, and the largest

bamboo products that Caemba plans to develop to

Volunteers will also learn about many other Caemba
other Caemba development areas.

RELEVANT
BAMBÚ
INFORMATION
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SECURITY PROTOCOL
AND DISCLAIMER
Fundación Raíz - Caemba is not
responsible for any accidents related to the
construction of houses. As such, each
volunteer must have individual health
insurance.
To minimize any risk that may exist, it is
suggested to wear basic protective
equipment, which should comprise:
• Industrial helmet
• KN95 mask
• Alcohol gel for disinfection
• Face shield
• Water bottle
• Sunscreen and insect repellent
• Rubber boots and/or shoes for this type of
work
• Personal prescriptions and medicines

Caemba has a first aid kit

Are You Joining

CAEMBA?

To confirm your participation, contact:
clatorre@fundacionraizec.org
DO YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT
OUR WORK?
Visit our website: www.caemba.com
Visit our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/caembaecuador/
If you want to know more about Fundación
Raíz, visit:
https://www.fundacionraizec.org/

WE COUNT ON YOU TO ERADICATE PRECARIOUS
HOUSING IN ECUADOR!

